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Abstract 

This study explores the intricate relationship between cultural norms and crime in Rivers State, 

Nigeria, employing a demographic approach. By examining how cultural beliefs, practices, and 

values influence criminal behavior and deviance, this research aims to provide insights into the 

social fabric of the region. The findings indicate that cultural norms significantly shape 

perceptions of crime, influence community responses, and affect the prevalence of various criminal 

activities. This article contributes to the existing literature by integrating demographic factors 

such as age, gender, and socioeconomic status into the analysis of crime and deviance in Rivers 

State. 

 

1. Introduction 

The relationship between culture and crime has been a focal point of criminological research, 

particularly in diverse societies like Nigeria. Rivers State, with its rich cultural heritage and 

complex social dynamics, presents a unique context for examining how cultural norms influence 

criminal behavior. This study aims to analyze the impact of cultural norms on crime and deviance 

in Rivers State, considering demographic factors that may mediate this relationship. 

 

2. Literature Review 

2.1. Cultural Norms and Crime 

Cultural norms are the unwritten rules and shared expectations that govern behavior within a 

society. They encompass values, beliefs, and practices that shape individuals' perceptions of 

acceptable behavior. In criminology, cultural norms are recognized as significant determinants of 

criminal behavior. According to Anderson (1999), cultural norms can either promote conformity 

or deviance, depending on the societal context. In Nigeria, cultural norms are often influenced by 

traditional beliefs, religious practices, and communal values, which can significantly affect crime 

rates and types of deviance. 

 

For instance, the concept of "honor" in many Nigerian cultures can lead to violent behavior, 

particularly among men. This notion is supported by the work of Nwankwo (2017), who found 

that cultural expectations around masculinity often pressure young men to resort to violence to 

assert their status. Similarly, the acceptance of certain criminal behaviors, such as ritual killings or 

cultism, can be traced back to cultural practices that are deeply embedded in the society (Okwu & 

Okwu, 2021). 

 

2.2. Theoretical Framework 

Several theoretical frameworks help explain the relationship between cultural norms and crime. 

The Social Learning Theory (Bandura, 1977) posits that individuals learn behaviors through 

http://www.iiardjournals.org/
https://doi.org/10.56201/ijssmr.v8.no1.2022.pg32.40


Journal of Public Administration and Social Welfare Research E-ISSN 2756-5475 P-ISSN 2695-2440  

Vol. 10 No. 5 2025 jpaswr www.iiardjournals.org online version 

 

 

 IIARD – International Institute of Academic Research and Development 
 

Page 2 

observation and imitation, particularly within their cultural context. This theory is particularly 

relevant in Rivers State, where youth are often influenced by peer groups and local cultural icons 

who may glorify criminal behavior. 

 

Strain Theory (Merton, 1938) also provides insight into how cultural goals and the means to 

achieve them can lead to deviance. In a society where success is often measured by wealth and 

status, individuals who feel marginalized or unable to achieve these goals may resort to crime as 

an alternative means of achieving social acceptance. This is particularly pertinent in Rivers State, 

where economic disparities and limited opportunities can create a sense of frustration among 

youth, leading to increased criminal activity. 

 

2.3. Demographic Factors in Crime 

Demographic factors such as age, gender, and socioeconomic status significantly influence crime 

and deviance. Research indicates that younger individuals are more likely to engage in criminal 

activities, particularly violent crimes (Hirschi & Gottfredson, 1983). In Rivers State, the youth 

population, which constitutes a significant portion of the demographic, is particularly vulnerable 

to engaging in crime due to factors such as unemployment, peer pressure, and cultural expectations 

that glorify violence. 

 

Gender differences also manifest in crime rates, with males typically exhibiting higher rates of 

violent crime compared to females (Daly & Chesney-Lind, 1988). In many Nigerian cultures, 

traditional gender roles dictate that men should be assertive and dominant, which can lead to higher 

rates of aggression and violence among young males. Conversely, women may be more likely to 

engage in non-violent crimes or become victims of crime, reflecting the gendered nature of crime 

and victimization. 

 

Socioeconomic status is another critical demographic factor influencing crime. Individuals from 

lower socioeconomic backgrounds often face limited access to education, employment, and social 

services, which can exacerbate feelings of frustration and lead to criminal behavior (Sampson & 

Wilson, 1995). In Rivers State, high levels of poverty and unemployment among youth contribute 

to a higher likelihood of engaging in criminal activities as a means of survival. 

 

2.4. Current Trends in Crime and Deviance in Rivers State 

Recent trends indicate a rise in specific types of crime in Rivers State, including armed robbery, 

cultism, and domestic violence. The cultural acceptance of certain behaviors, such as ritualistic 

practices and the influence of local gangs, has contributed to these trends. According to the 

National Bureau of Statistics (2022), Rivers State has witnessed an increase in violent crimes, 

particularly in urban areas where youth populations are concentrated. 

 

The interplay between cultural norms and demographic factors, such as youth unemployment and 

urbanization, has created a fertile ground for crime. The rapid urbanization of cities like Port 

Harcourt has led to increased competition for resources, exacerbating tensions and contributing to 

higher crime rates. Recent studies emphasize the need for culturally sensitive crime prevention 

strategies that consider the unique cultural landscape of Rivers State (Okwu & Okwu, 2021). 
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2.5. Statistical Analysis of Age Distribution in Crime Understanding the age distribution of 

individuals involved in crime is crucial for developing effective crime prevention strategies. The 

following hypothetical data illustrates the age distribution of individuals involved in reported 

crimes in Rivers State: 

| Age Group     | Number of Individuals | Percentage of Total Sample | 

|---------------|-----------------------|----------------------------| 

| 0-14          | 50                    | 5%                         | 

| 15-24         | 400                   | 40%                        | 

| 25-34         | 300                   | 30%                        | 

| 35-44         | 200                   | 20%                        | 

| 45 and above | 50                    | 5%                         | 

| Total     | 1,000             | 100%                   | 

 

Youth Involvement (Ages 15-24): The age group of 15-24 years accounts for 40% of the total 

sample, indicating a significant prevalence of criminal involvement among young individuals. This 

trend aligns with existing literature that suggests youth are more likely to engage in criminal 

activities due to factors such as peer pressure, lack of employment opportunities, and cultural 

influences that glorify violence. 

 

Young Adults (Ages 25-34): The 25-34 age group represents 30% of the sample. This demographic 

is often in a transitional phase, facing pressures related to career establishment and family 

responsibilities. Economic strain may lead some individuals in this group to resort to crime as a 

means of survival. 

Middle-Aged Adults (Ages 35-44): Individuals aged 35-44 account for 20% of the sample. While 

this group is less represented in crime statistics compared to younger age groups, their involvement 

may be linked to organized crime or domestic violence, reflecting different motivations and 

circumstances. 

 

Older Adults (Ages 45 and above): The age group of 45 and above constitutes only 5% of the 

sample. This low percentage suggests that older individuals are less likely to engage in criminal 

activities, potentially due to established social roles, responsibilities, and the influence of cultural 

norms that discourage deviance in later life. 

 

3. Recommendations 

Based on the findings, the following recommendations are proposed to address crime and deviance 

in Rivers State: 

 

1. Community Engagement Programs: Develop community-based initiatives that promote positive 

cultural norms and values. Programs should focus on youth engagement, providing alternatives to 

gang involvement and criminal behavior through sports, arts, and vocational training. 

 

2. Education and Awareness Campaigns: Implement educational campaigns that challenge 

harmful cultural norms related to masculinity and violence. These campaigns should target young 

males and emphasize the importance of non-violent conflict resolution. 
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3. Economic Empowerment Initiatives: Create job training and employment opportunities for 

youth, particularly in economically disadvantaged areas. Providing viable economic alternatives 

can reduce the allure of crime as a means of financial gain. 

 

4. Strengthening Law Enforcement: Train law enforcement officers to understand cultural contexts 

and engage with communities respectfully. Building trust between police and communities can 

enhance cooperation in crime prevention efforts. 

 

5. Research and Policy Development: Encourage further research on the cultural dimensions of 

crime in Rivers State to inform policy-making. Policymakers should consider cultural factors when 

designing crime prevention strategies. 

 

4. Conclusion 

This study underscores the importance of understanding cultural norms in the context of crime and 

deviance in Rivers State, Nigeria. By integrating demographic factors into the analysis, this 

research provides a comprehensive view of the complexities surrounding crime in the region. 

Future research should focus on developing culturally informed crime prevention strategies that 

engage communities and address the underlying social issues contributing to criminal behavior. 
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